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particularly fortunate in the political officers whom Government has sent to them, gentlemen of high tone and courteous manners and of sound judgment Only such men should ever be appointed to political office in any native state, however small.
An interesting fact came to my notice m the course of a tour in the Bilaspur District of the Central Provinces On the border of that district there is a beautiful hill called Amarkantak, which was transferred to the neighbouring Rewah State as a reward for the loyalty of its Chief. This hill is 8500 feet high and has a very pleasant climate It is greatly beloved by the people, especially of that part of India, as containing the source of the sacred river Nerbudda. Many shrines have been erected there, and it is a place of pilgrimage On this account it has been greatly valued by the Rewah Durbar
I went to visit it on one occasion and was much struck with the beauty of the place. On my way back to headquarters I passed through the Zammdan of Laffa The Chief was an old Kanwar, a fine jungle lord of thoroughly sporting character. I went out with him to a general beat, which he organised for big game of all sorts, and on my way back I talked to him about the beauty of Amarkantak He told me that he was going there in the course of a few days. He said that the Rewah Maharajah was to pay his annual visit in state to Amarkantak, and that as many of the Hindu Chiefs of Bilaspur as were able to attend would go there to receive him and do him honour.
This struck me as very remarkable The Rewah Chief had no authority over the Chiefs or Nobles of Bilaspur; but their respect for his ancient position, and the fact that he was one of their own race or clan, led them in a loyal way to go and associate themselves with his formal worship at Amarkantak. This loyalty of the native Chiefs was entirely consistent with their loyalty to the British Government. There never was a Chief more loyal to our rule, nor more cordial in his